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MADE SIMPLE
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Hi, I’m Ciindy, and 
I can answer your 
insurance questions 
on uninsured drivers.
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UNINSURED DRIVERS ARE 
A SERIOUS PROBLEM
Estimates suggest that uninsured drivers kill around 
120 people and injure 29,000 others in the UK, 
every year. The financial knock-on effect is that 
the honest premium paying public are paying for 
those who behave illegally and cheat the system.

askciindy.com

Claims involving uninsured drivers have risen by 10% in the last year according 
to the Motor Insurers’ Bureau (MIB) – the body that deals with claims from those 
involved in accidents caused by uninsured or untraced drivers. Whilst this reflects 
the general rise in the number of personal injury claims from road traffic collisions, 
it does mean that the cost to the public, who ultimately pay the bill for uninsured 
drivers, rises as well.

Most uninsured motorists are under 30, and no doubt high insurance premiums 
for young drivers are a factor here. Also, court fines for driving without insurance 
are often a fraction of the cost of car insurance for younger drivers. Premiums for 
some young people can be £2,000 or more, so many see driving without insurance 
as a risk worth taking. However, insurance is a legal requirement and the reality 
is that sophisticated and effective enforcement is in place. The police have powers 
to seize uninsured vehicles on the spot and do so on a regular basis. Almost 10,000 
vehicles are seized each month for being used with no insurance. More information 
on the consequences of keeping, or using an uninsured vehicle can be found 
at www.askMID.com. 
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What insurance do I need?
Anybody who owns a vehicle in the UK – even if they don’t use it – must have car 
insurance, unless they send a declaration that it is 'off road' to the Driver and Vehicle 
Licensing Agency (DVLA). 

UK law requires you have at least third-party insurance, in case you cause an 
accident that injures someone else or damages their property. This basic insurance 
covers any compensation others are due from you, including any financial losses 
resulting from the injury or damage to property. 

Of course, you can add cover to protect your own vehicle – for example, if it’s 
damaged by fire, or it’s stolen. This is called Third-Party Fire and Theft cover.  

Comprehensive cover is the next step up, and also protects against accidental 
and malicious damage to your car – so if you’re involved in an accident, you will 
be able to claim for the damage to your car, even if it’s your fault. The good 
news is, it can be nearly as cheap as opting for lesser cover. 

What can happen if I don’t have insurance? 
You don’t have to be driving the uninsured vehicle to be caught out. Under the 
Continuous Insurance Enforcement scheme, the MIB, DVLA and the police monitor 
which road-registered vehicles in the country are actually insured. 

If you’re not using your vehicle at all, you should send the DVLA a Statutory Off 
Road Notice (SORN). If you don’t and you don’t have insurance, you’ll receive 
a warning letter, reminding you to arrange insurance. If you don’t insure it, you 
might be fined from £100 up to £1,000, and have your vehicle clamped, seized, 
or even crushed. 

In 2014, more than 2,200 vehicles were seized each week for being used uninsured 
on UK roads. Around 30% of them were eventually crushed.

If you’re caught driving without insurance, your vehicle will be seized and you will 
receive a fixed penalty of £300 and six points on your license. End up in court, and 
you face an unlimited fine and a driving ban. You will also have to pay £150 plus 
storage fees and prove you have insurance to get your car back. And next time 
you buy a car, your insurance premium will be a lot higher than if you’d insured 
the last one…

The MID (Motor Insurance Database) is the central record of all insured vehicles 
in the UK and is at the heart of the enforcement system. If you disagree with what 
it says about your insurance, contact your insurance company. Only they can 
update your records on the MID – you can’t make the changes yourself. You can 
check your own vehicle is on the MID at www.askMID.com. This service is free.
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What happens if I am involved in an accident caused 
by an uninsured driver?
If your car is damaged in an accident caused by an uninsured driver and you have 
comprehensive cover, you should claim on your own policy for the damage to your 
vehicle. But remember, you will have to pay any policy excess and may lose some 
or all of your no-claims bonus, and your premium will probably go up at renewal. 
Some insurers offer extra protection by waiving excesses and protecting your 
no-claims bonus if an uninsured driver hits you. Check your policy to see if this 
applies to you.

If the accident was not your fault you can claim any amounts not covered by your 
policy such as any excess, cost of a hire car, damages for injury etc. from the Motor 
Insurers’ Bureau (MIB), an organisation funded by insurers that compensates 
victims of uninsured drivers. If the MIB pay your claim insurers will normally make 
sure your no-claim bonus is not affected.

If you don’t have comprehensive insurance, you can also make a claim for your 
vehicle damage to the MIB.

What happens if I am the victim of a hit-and-run driver? 
The MIB also operate a scheme to assist victims of hit-and-run accidents. This 
means that compensation can be paid in cases where the driver at fault for the 
accident cannot be traced.  

Similar to cases involving uninsured drivers, if you have comprehensive cover 
then you should claim from your own insurer, but other losses may be paid by 
the MIB depending on the circumstances of your case.

More information about the MIB, including more about how it can help you with 
a claim, is available at www.mib.org.uk. 




